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campaign of purposeless and irrelevant crime. To
the quiet bourgeois what did it matter if the Jacobin
proscribed the Girondin or the Girondin the Jacobin ?
Jacobins, Hebertists, Dantonists, Girondins were
all revolutionaries. They adopted the September
massacres; they constructed the Revolutionary
tribunal; they declared war ; they sanctioned the
Commune; they sent Louis XVI. to the block.
Let the wolves rend one another !

The passive majority which washed its hands of
politics did not care to follow the swift and thrilling
vicissitudes of the deadly struggle in the Convention.
It was neither moved by the destruction of the
Girondins, nor enlisted in the triangular contest be-
tween Robespierre, Hebert, and Danton. And so it per-
mitted the fair name of the Republic to be stained by
the atrocities of a faction which in the estimate of
a careful observer never exceeded six thousand men.7

In this provisional and haphazard government
every principle of the early revolution seemed to
be violated. The Constitution of 1791 had provided
a plan of extreme decentralization; but under the
terror the wheel had gone round full circle and all
executive authority was gathered into the hands of
the Committee of Public Safety. The division of
powers had been one of the most cherished doctrines
of the early revolution. The Committee of Public
Safety was a committee of the Convention. The
first Assembly had introduced the jury into France
and attempted to accredit it; the men of 1793 made
the jury a farce and so far compromised its reputation
that it ran a risk of disappearing under the Consulate.
The first Assembly believed in freedom of commerce.
The government of the Terror enacted the law of